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Writing Prompt 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: English Language Conventions 
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English/Language Arts  

Constructed-Response Items 

 

Session three, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the students to 

demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of narrative or informational text. The reading 

comprehension task consists of one passage and several constructed-response (CR) questions. Because this is a 

reading comprehension task, all the information students need to answer the questions correctly is in the text. 

All responses should be based on information from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. 

The following pages show the CR questions.  

An example of a top-score response is given for each CR question.  The top-score response demonstrates a 

performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points. The top-score response 

contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading passage that 

accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two points. 

 

 

 

English/Language Arts  

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 

2 points  Proficient  
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based and 

relevant to the task.  

 

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information may be 

too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  

 

0 point  Not Proficient  

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains information that is 

inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 3: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text 

 

Question 1 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

 
At first, Senhor Pereira has serious doubts about whether Pedro can be a good guide. When Pedro passes by the coves 

where his brother had taken them fishing the year before, Senhor Pereira is not happy about it. He thinks that Pedro 

doesn’t know what he is doing. It isn’t until the fish begin to bite that Senhor Pereira starts to change his mind about 

Pedro’s abilities. By the time they get back to the dock, where they discover that they’ve caught more fish than the men in 

the other boat, Senhor Pereira raves about what a good guide Pedro is.  

 
Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive 

two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading 

passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two 

points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 3: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text 

 

Question 2 

 

Top-Score Response: 
 

The author shows that Pedro’s father has confidence in his son as shown through Pedro’s father’s actions. Pedro’s father 

lets him take his brother’s place as a guide. He doesn’t change his mind when the men question whether Pedro is old 

enough to be a guide. He also goes on ahead and lets Pedro make his own decision about where to take the men to fish. 

 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive 

two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading 

passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two 

points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 3: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text 

 

Question 3 

 

Top-Score Response: 

 
Pedro shows he believes in himself when he agrees to take his brother’s place as a guide. When Senhor Pereira says “He 

is just a boy” and that they were expecting an experienced guide, Pedro gets nervous, but he still guides them to a fishing 

spot. The men question Pedro about his choice to take them fishing near the dam rather than the coves where his brother 

had taken them before, but Pedro trusts his knowledge of the river. In these ways Pedro shows that he believes in himself. 

 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive 

two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading 

passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two 

points. 
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Extended-Response 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: English Language Conventions 

Question 4 
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